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“Junior cycle places students at the 
centre of the educational 

experience, enabling them to 
actively participate in their 

communities and in society and to be 
resourceful and confident 

learners in all aspects and stages of 
their lives.” 
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Structure of the 
Junior Cycle

8 Principles

24 Statements of Learning

Subjects Short 
Courses

Other 
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Learning 
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Junior Cycle Subjects:

Every student MUST: Essential Learning:

English Irish Maths

18 other Subjects

Schools m
ay c

hoose 

to make so
me of 

these core learning















Programme structure 
for JCPA

Maximum of 10 Subjects  
Maximum of 4 Short Courses

10 Subjects 
OR 

9 Subjects &
  

2 Short Courses 
OR 

8 Subjects &
  

4 Short Courses

9 Subjects 
OR 

8 Subjects & 
2 Short Courses 

OR 
7 Subjects & 

4 Short Courses

8 subjects 
OR 

7 subjects & 
2 Short Courses 

OR 
6 subjects & 

4 Short Courses

L2 Learning 
Programme 

5 PLUs and  
2  

Level 2 Short 
Courses





Returning of Forms

• The Subject Options Form should be returned to 
the Main Office no later than 1:00p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 16th.







Junior Cycle English



Junior Cycle English 
2015-2018

First Year 
students 2015/16 
will be the second 
group to complete 

the Junior Cycle 
English 

curriculum



Presentation Aims:

1. To give an Overview of new Junior Cycle English 
Course 

2. To look at Past and Present Assessment Practices 

3. To review Learning in Gaelcholáiste Charraig Uí 
Leighin 

4. Quick Focus on C.B.A. 1 - Oral Communication 
Task



1. Overview of new Junior Cycle English Course

Aim:

“English in junior cycle aims to develop students’ 
knowledge of language and literature, to 
consolidate and deepen their literacy skills and 
make them more self-aware as learners.” 

- Junior Cycle English Specification, page 5.



1. Overview of new Junior Cycle English Course

Course Overview:

Oral 
Language Reading Writing

13 Learning  
Outcomes

13 Learning  
Outcomes

13 Learning  
Outcomes

39 Learning Outcomes (Sub-set 22 for 1st Year)



2.   Assessment Practices
How has Assessment changed with Junior Cycle English?

Junior Cert English (PAST) Junior Cycle English (THE 
FUTURE)

One final exam at end of Third Year 
• 2 exam papers
• divided into 7 sections 

(Functional Writing, Media 
Studies etc.)

• 5 hours in total
• worth 100%

2 Classroom-Based Assessments

Assessment Task (10%)

Final Assessment  (90%)



2.   Assessment Practices

Assessment Key Elements Deadline

Classroom-Based Assessment 
(C.B.A.)

1. Oral Communication Task

2. Collection of Student Texts

Individual or group 
presentation

Texts produced over time 
by student

End of 2nd Year / 
Beginning of 3rd Year

December of 3rd Year

Assessment Task Worth 10%
Builds on work from C.B.A.
Marked by State 
Examinations Commission

Following completion of the 
second Classroom-Based 
Assessment (December of 
3rd Year)

Final Assessment Worth 90%
One two-hour written 
examination paper
Higher or Ordinary Level
Marked by State 
Examinations Commission

End of 3rd Year

How has Assessment changed with Junior Cycle English?



3.  Learning in Gaelcholáiste Charraig Uí Leighin

First Year Guidelines:

A studied novel, with on-going, sustained reading through the year 

A variety of drama extracts to suit appropriate learning outcomes 

A variety of non-literary texts 

A number of short stories 

At least 10 poems 

Spelling, 
Grammar, 

Punctuation

Ability to 
express your 

personal opinion 
clearly

22 
 Learning 
Outcomes



Guidelines:

• Two novels (From choice of 20 prescribed novels) 

• Two drama texts (From choice of 16 prescribed drama texts, one must be 
Shakespearean drama)

• Film / Documentary / Travel Text / Biography (From choice of 10 films)

• At least 16 poems 

• Non-literary texts 

• A number of short stories 

39 
Learning 

Outcomes

3.  Learning in Gaelcholáiste Charraig Uí Leighin

Focus on 
Oral Ability 
(C.B.A.1)

Preparation 
for CBA2



3.  Learning in Gaelcholáiste Charraig Uí Leighin

Are we on the right path?

• Strong focus on Oral Language 
(one of the 3 strands)  

• Students’ Collection of Texts 
(10% of First Year Christmas 
Exam)  

• Creative Writing Tasks 

• First Year Spelling Bee (March 
2017) 

• Reading Competition (April 2017) 

• Drop Everything and Read



C.B.A. 1 - Oral 
Communication Task

http://www.curriculumonline.ie/Junior-cycle/Junior-Cycle-
Subjects/English/Examples-of-Student-Work/Examples-of-Oral-

Communication-(2nd-year) 

April 2017

http://www.curriculumonline.ie/Junior-cycle/Junior-Cycle-Subjects/English/Examples-of-Student-Work/Examples-of-Oral-Communication-(2nd-year)
http://www.curriculumonline.ie/Junior-cycle/Junior-Cycle-Subjects/English/Examples-of-Student-Work/Examples-of-Oral-Communication-(2nd-year)
http://www.curriculumonline.ie/Junior-cycle/Junior-Cycle-Subjects/English/Examples-of-Student-Work/Examples-of-Oral-Communication-(2nd-year)


C.B.A. 1:
• Features of Quality:  Exceptional/Above 

expectations/In line with expectations/Yet to meet 
expectations 

• Recorded and assessed by Subject Teacher 

• Subject Learning Assessment and Review (SLAR) 
meeting afterwards 

• Comment goes on JCPA (Junior Cycle Profile of 
Achievement).



For further information:

• www.jct.ie 

• www.jct.ie/english/   

• www.examinations.ie 

http://www.jct.ie
http://www.jct.ie/english
http://www.examinations.ie



